Preserve Planet Earth Newsletter No 2

As the Copenhagen Summit comes to a conclusion on what Government may or may not do, we need to ask what might individuals do?

This newsletter looks at one aspect of Renewal Energy, specifically Solar. Wave, Wind, Water and Geothermal Energy are all candidates for future investments and advancement, but at present Solar is the only renewable readily available to individuals.

The power of the Sun can be harnessed using a simple Solar Cooker. A bit of cardboard engineering, gluing aluminium foil to the shaped cardboard and an old black pot and you are ready to cook!

Which design is best? Visit to www.solarcooking.org/plans and you may access a range of cookers from simple reflectors to quite complex parabolic dishes.

What to cook? Visit  www.solarcooking.wikia.com/wiki/recipes for a series of suitable recipes with solar instructions.

This type of project may be used as a club fun day out with friends, especially during summer, demonstrating the power of the Sun, and if shared with school groups an others, a wider community appreciation of solar energy will occur.

Besides solar cooking, the cardboard ovens can also pasteurise water, making it safe to drink. How may we know if it is safe? The researchers at Solar Cookers International devised a WAPI! What’s that? It’s a reusable Water Pasteurisation Indicator containing a wax that melts at the correct temperature for pasteurisation.

RI District 6450 has designed a heavy-duty version of the solar cooker, or rather an oven. Named in honour of their late Past District Governor, William F. Temple, the Temple Solar Project produces Sun Ovens, costing US$14,000, which when operating at peak capacity, can produce 1000 loaves per day, cook all forms of food and purify water. Bakeries have been established in Honduras, Dominican Republic, Angola and many other locations.  This project, that would require a District wide approach, may be viewed at  www.rotarysolarovens.org .

Since moving house, we have fitted insulation, ordered Solar Hot Water and Solar Electric Panels for the roof and rarely use Air Conditioning [we prefer fans].

The water feature has a small solar panel driving the recirculating pump. Why do all these things? Chose your reason – Peak Oil, Climate Change, Global Credit Crisis or simply investing in better technologies of the present and the future.
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